THIS MONTH

JUNE

JUNE 3

e Stated Meeting and
Balloting for Gene
Millonida

JUNE 4-7

e Family Camping

JUNE 8 & 22

e Masonic Formation
Class

JUNE 10 & 17

e Officer Practice

JUNE 16

e DSOI, Host: Cal 1

JUNE 23

e Hall Association
Meeting

JUNE 26

e Friday Fun

JUNE 27

e Widows Cruise

JUuLYyY
JULY 1
e Stated Meeting
JULY 4- JULY 10
e Master’s Trip

AUGUST
AUGUST 5
e Stated Meeting
AUGUST 6 & 24
e Masonic Formation
Class
AUGUST 15
e CBL 370, CAL 1, SF
120 JOINT PICNIC
AUGUST 19
e DSOI, Host: CBL 370
AUGUST 21
e FRIDAY FUN
AUGUST 25
e Hall Assn. MTG
AUGUST 26
e Degree Conferral

Cotumbia @g‘mmad%«g;
HNe. 370

Free and Accepted Masons
855 Brotherhood Way, San Francisco, CA 94132

VOLUME 121,

‘rom the East

Hello Brothers, Ladies,
and friends,

Summer is right around the
corner and with it lots of
activities here at Columbia
Brotherhood Lodge. Our
June Stated Meeting cele-
brates Philippine Indepen-
dence Day which happens
on June 12" commemorate-
ing the country’s declaration
of independence from
Spanish rule in 1898. Come
join us for some traditional
food and a folk dance.

Our annual family camping
trip to Lake Oroville starts -
the day after the Stated

Meeting, Thursday June 4"
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Worshipful Master, Bruce Lyons

to Sunday June 8" It is filled
with great food, mostly
thanks to Brother Jod’l,
great supplies — it is like
home - thanks to WB Alex
and loads of fun thanks to
the other Brothers and their
families. You can’t miss
karaoke when our WTB
Frank sings, along with
Brother Peter, Brother
Jerry, and the other great
voices of CBL. Lots of fun,
hiking, and swimming. If you
have not been, please join
us. You might even see
Brother Allan work futilely to
beat the young kids in a race
again.

On June 27" we will have
our annual widows’ trip
which will be a cruise on the
bay on Hornblower. Please
plan to join us in celebrating
the widows of our lodge and
thank them for being a part of
our masonic family. Thank
you to Brother Carlos and
Sister Dinah for their hard
work to create this special
event.

JUNE 2026

May was a great month; WBs
Orlando and George
arranged for a nice Past
Master's degree team dinner
at the Basque Cultural Center.
We celebrated with the team
that performed the degree for
Brother Charles Gages.
Brother Charles joins Brother
Corey as our newest master
masons. Who will be next?
Brother Eugene? Brother
Huey? Next time you see a
brother who is working on his
proficiency, please offer to
help him. Our goal is for every
one of our brothers at CBL to
be raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason.

The Master’s trip will begin
on July 4™ with our return on
July 10", Details are shown
in this Trestleboard, please
join us for 7 days and 6
nights of celebrating the USA
on its 250" anniversary.

In continuation of my dis-
cussion in previous Trestle-
Continued on Page 4.
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Fr From the West | senior warden, Frank perterra

Greetings Brethren,

The past months of April
and May have been
particularly eventful for our
Lodge. In April, we had the
honor of raising Brother
Corey Dussault to the
Sublime Degree of Master
Mason by the First
Respondent Degree Team.
Most recently, Brother
Charles Gagas also
achieved the Sublime
Degree of Master Mason
by CBL#370 Past Masters,
marking another milestone
in his Masonic journey.
These momentous events
reflect the dedication and
growth within our Lodge
community.
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To help us get to know

N
From the South |

Greetings Brethren and family,

June already. | hope every-
one will enjoy the Filipino
banquet and traditional
dancing demonstration
A
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during our Stated Meeting
dinner on June 3, 2026.
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more, biographies provided by
Brothers Corey Dussalt and
Charles Gagas follow.

Brother Corey Dussault
Command
Senior Chief
Corey Dussault
is currently
serving as the
acting Gold
Badge for Southwest District.
His primary responsibility is to
advise the SWD Commander
of workforce issues and
initiatives. Additionally, he
supports the command.

Originally from Biddeford,
Maine, Senior Chief Dussault
enlisted in 2000 after grad-
uating high school. His first
tour of active duty was Station
Duluth, MN before going to
MK “A” School. The next few

Junior Warden, Jimmy Fowler

You should’'ve signed up the
camping trip by now. Go if
you can because if not you'll
be missing out. Bro Jodl and
crew put out a feast at every
meal plus several activities.

The July Stated Meeting will
be held at our lodge on July
1%t and will be followed by the
Masters trip between July 4"
and July 10™. In August we
will have a stated meeting
barbecue.

As always, it is imperative we
have an accurate count for
Stated Meetings and for our
Special Events. PLEASE
sign up for Stated meetings
via Signup Genius or by

tours were on the USCGC I
Jefferson Island (110’ patrol
boat, C class for folks who I
know what that is), Station
South Portland and Station
Boothbay Harbor where he
was AEPO, BO and firearms
instructor.

reserves after 10 years of
active duty to pursue a full-
time civilian job as police
officer in Maine. During his
reserve years he served as
the Senior Enlisted Reserve

I
I
He then stepped into the :
I
I

Advisor at Station South
Portland. After 12 years of I
working patrol, he I

volunteered to be deployed
with PSU 312 to Guantana- |
mo Bay, Cuba. Once that

deployment was complete,
Continued on Page 5

s

texting me. You may sign up
for Special Events via Signup
Genius or by texting the
Special Event chairman.
Please feel free to text me if
you are unable to reach the
special event chairman.

| have a basic outline for the
meals this year but if you've
got any suggestions please
let me know, and please text
me at (415) 530-9779 with
questions or for assistance.

See you soon,

Jimmy Fowler
Junior Warden

i
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2026 LODGE OFFICERS

Brucellyons ..... e s——"— MASTER
(415) 309-0495
Email: bruce@coastalpacificins.com

Frank Pertierra (Roselle) ......ccccueeevennnne SR. WARDEN
(707) 342-8770
Email:fopertierra@aol.com

JIMMY FOWIER v JR. WARDEN
(415) 530-9779
Email: jaf1331@yahoo.com

Reyno Del Rosario, Jr., P.M (Jen)........... TREASURER
(925) 642-2717
Email: reyowen@yahoo.com

Orlando Arce, P.M (Sylvia) . TREASURER EMERITUS

JasonYen, P.M". (SUNNy) ..o.ceververeeerennnnnn SECRETARY
(925) 989-6898
Email: jasonyen@cbl370.com

Anil Awasti (Manisha) ......ccccceoveevieiinenen. CHAPLAIN
(415) 846-7129
Email: awastianil@gmail.com

Danilo Dauz, PM (Elena) ..... ASSISTANT SECRETARY
(707) 319-7963
Email: zuaddan@gmail.com

JodliCruz (Jem)p. JmERENBEN . .. SR.DEACON

(707) 631-8001
Email: jodljaycruz@gmail.com

Jeremias JUGAl .....ccciviiiiiiniiinee s JR.DEACON
(707) 334-8549
Email:jerryjugal70@gmail.com

Jose Rivera (Maria) ....c.coccevveevvveneereesieienenns MARSHAL
(408) 234-4609
Email: medusklein5@gmail.com

Amelio (Mel) Feliciano........ccceevvveenns SR. STEWARD
(415) 310-3490
Email:melfelicia@yahoo.com

William Nichols (Bridgette).........c........ JR. STEWARD
(720) 883-2501
Email: fivenis@aol.com

Dionisio Dela Cruz, P.M.(Nonig)............cccco0..... TILER
(707) 718-0825
Email: onnie6219@gmail.com

2026 COMMITTEES
AUDITING COMMITTEE
Orlando Arce, P.M. ....ccouveviiveierenienns (415) 244-5373

Robert De Luzuriaga, P.M .... (415) 309-7506
James Gonzalez, P.M. ...... ... (510) 772-7415
Augusto Tagaro, P.M. ...ccccnviveviuiieinnnnne (650) 346-4551

CHARITY COMMITTEE

Bruce Lyons, Worshipful Master
Frank Pertierra, Senior Warden ...
Jimmy Fowler, Junior Warden.........c.occeeveuennne

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bruce Lyons, Worshipful Master
Frank Pertierra, Senior Warden
Jimmy Fowler, Junior Warden

Reyno Del Rosario, Jr., P.M. Treasurer
Jason Yen P.M., Secretary

INVESTMENT-COMMITTEE TRUSTEES
William F. Aldridge, P.M. ... Exp 2026 ......... President
Markos Balopoulos, P.M. ... Exp 2028 Vice President

Lawrence Di Giacomo, P.M. Exp 2028 ........... Member
Francis Feliciano, P.M. ....... Exp 2028 ......... Member
Robert Ranum, PM ............. Exp.2029 ......... Member
Jason Yen, PM Secretary
PUBLIC SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Ed Lim, PIAL..... Sy (415) 786-2996
James Gonzalez, P.M ... ....(510) 772-7415
as@n BN, P.M. ........ LSl (415) 812-0911
RETENTION & DELINQUENT COMMITTEE
James GUEITEIO ....uevveveeeieeerieeereenveens (415) 595-9127
Bruce Lyons ...(415) 309-0495
James Gonzalez, P.M. ......ccceeererrennnnne. (510) 772-7415
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
William F. Aldridge, P.M.......cccccouveenee. (510) 790-8924
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Ron Ragland, P.M. .....c.ccocouvenviiencreaninns (650) 303-9369
Ron Sickler (650) 464-8717

EDITOR’S COMMENTS
Congratulations to Brother Charles Gagas on being raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason and to our Lodge officers and Past Masters for
their work associated with his third-degree conferral.

May our Brothers and their families enjoy our Lodge’s Annual camping trip

during the first weekend in June. May each of the figurative and literal
fathers among us be celebrated and respected by their children, spouse,
and community, particularly on Father’s Day.

“Fraternal greetings on St. John the Baptist’'s Day (June 24™). May his zeal

and integrity inspire our work.”

Finally, “Warm fraternal greetings on Independence Day as we honor the

principles of liberty and enlightened citizenship.” May all participants of the

Master’s trip enjoy the time together while exploring some of the places
and events associated with our nation’s declaration of independence.

Fiat Luz “Let there be Light”
COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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HALL ASSOCIATION BOARD
RICHMOND MASONIC TEMPLE COMPANY
Carlos Suncin EXPI20275% - President
Jose Rivera........co.... B EXpI20268000N Vice President
James Gonzalez, PM Exp 2028 ..Secretary-Treasurer
Patrick Cheng.......c..cccevvunes EX[)2. 020/ e Member
Amelio Feliciano................ EXPI2 021/ mss Member
James S. Guerrero ............. ExXpI202/65 0 Ses s Member
Bruce Lyons, Worshipful Master.......... Ex Officio Member
Frank Pertierra, Senior Warden........... Ex Officio Member
INSPECTOR
Alan Nubla, P.M. (Jacqueling) ......cccceveeuerne (650)922.4684

Email: Allan9128@comcast.net

OFFICERS’ COACHES

Reyno Del Rosario, Jr., P.M., Officer’s Co-Coach (Jen)
(925) 642-2717
Email: reyowen@yahoo.com

Francis Feliciano, P.M., Officer’s Co-Coach (Joy)
(415) 407-0199
Email: djfrance@comcast.net

TRESTLEBOARD EDITOR

James Gonzalez, P.M (Mary)..........ccc.. (510) 772-7415
Email: jgonza9916@aol.com

Please remember that no motion
can be made during the Stated
Meeting unless the Worshipful

Master has been properly
notified and has included it in the
meeting agenda. Failure to do so

may cause undue delays and
your motion may not be
recognized or voted on.

DUES ARE DUE!
CMC, 8802.020, LODGE
BYLAWS, Section 2,
specifies that, “the dues of
each Mason of this Lodge
shall be payable in advance
on the first day of January.”
The 2026 dues are $92.50 per
annum. Several payment
options are available,
including online payments at
www.freemason.org
or mail in or in person
presentation of checks
directly to our lodge
secretary.
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Continued From Page 1

Board articles about communication, | did a brief
search about freemasonry in the 18" century and its
role of helping in the formation of our country. As

many of you know, President George Washington

was a mason and past master of his Virginia lodge.
President Washington learned the skills of

leadership and communication in part through his
affiliation with freemasonry.

Freemasonry has long emphasized communication,
civility, and harmony as essential virtues within the
lodge. In Masonic teaching, members are encouraged
to listen respectfully, speak with restraint and honesty,
and seek unity rather than discord. Harmony is often
described as one of the strengths of the fraternity
because it allows individuals of different backgrounds,
occupations, and beliefs to meet “on the level” and work
together in mutual respect. Communication in this sense
is not merely conversation; it is a disciplined exchange
guided by tolerance, brotherly love, and a shared
commitment to moral improvement. It is incumbent for
good communication for each of us to deal honestly and
with integrity and directly with our brothers. All Brothers
received unanimous support when elected to become
members of our lodge, which makes them worthy of
your support and guidance. Whispering good council
is an important part of masonry. Think before
speaking, listen before deciding, and grant
beingness to your brother before criticizing.

These ideals had broader significance in the eighteenth
century, when many civic leaders participated in
fraternal organizations that valued orderly debate,
personal virtue, and cooperation across differences. In
colonial America, lodges provided spaces where
men could practice habits of association,
deliberation, and trust-building outside formal political
institutions. Those habits could support civic life by
encouraging members to think in terms of common
purpose and public responsibility.

Freemasonry is often associated with several early
American figures, and historians note that Masonic
networks sometimes contributed to social connection
and public culture during the revolutionary era.
However, it is important to be careful not to overstate its
role. The formation of the United States resulted from
a wide range of political, philosophical, economic, and
military forces, including Enlightenment ideas, colonial
self-government, resistance to British policy, and the
efforts of many individuals and communities.
Freemasonry was one influence among many in that
environment, not the sole or controlling cause.

That said, the Masonic stress on harmony amid
difference does offer a useful lens for understanding
part of the American founding spirit. The creation of a
new nation required dialogue among colonies with

COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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competing interests, compromise among leaders with
differing views, and a willingness to build institutions
strong enough to hold diversity together. In that sense,
the values of respectful communication, fraternity, and
unity in pursuit of a greater good resonate with the
cooperative work required to establish the United
States. Cooperation, communication, and unity of
purpose at Columbia Brotherhood Lodge will allow our
sanctuary to flourish over the next 121 years of our
lodge and the next 250 years of the USA.

Communication is the cement that binds us into one
common mass of friends and family. Be just, be
kind, be true and convince the world by your acts
that on becoming a mason you have become a
better man.

With sincere fraternal regard and brotherly love,

Bruce Lyons,
Worshipful Master 2026

Magdalena “Nina” Chavez
(7/22/1051-5/9/2024) touched
many of us and some of
us are remembering her
on the second anniversary
of her passing.

Thankfully, we have no reports of brothers who have
laid down their tools during the past month.

For all who have laid down their tools and or entered
into rest:

Soft and safe to thee, my brother or sister, be
thy resting place. Bright and Glorious be ty rising
from it. Fragrant be the acacia sprig that there
shall flourish. May the earliest buds of spring
unfold their beauties o’er thy resting place, and
there, may the sweetness of the summer’s last
rose linger longest.
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he moved to California where he began working at
PACAREA as an assistant PSU Force Manager.
Senior Chief Dussault completed Chief's Call to
Indoctrination and Chief Petty Officer's Academy in 2012
and Senior Enlisted Leadership Course in 2024. He is in
his 25th year of Coast Guard Service and is an active
member of the Chief Petty Officer Association.

Senior Chief Dussault has two adult children who live in
Maine. His hobbies include hiking, skiing, being an
active member of the Masonic lodge in San Francisco
and spending as much time as he can with his 2-year-
old Belgian Mal named Tony.

Brother Charles Gagas

Brother Charles Gagas was born in
Upstate New York and grew up working in
his father’s restaurant supply business.
He graduated from Syracuse University
and shortly thereafter moved to San
Diego with one of his younger brothers.
He began his insurance career as a
clerk/typist and after 33 years retired as a national
director for a commercial claims’ organization.

Charles met and married Claire (Sperow) and they have
been married for 22 years and have two adult children.
He is actively involved in the Greek Orthodox community,
having served in various leadership roles on Parish
Councils and chairing and volunteering for various
fundraising events. He leads an usher team and has
been grilling gyro sandwiches at an annual food festival
for over 20 years, and He is currently the treasurer of his
local AHEPA (America Hellenic Educational Progressive
Association) chapter. In his spare time, Charles enjoys
cycling and swimming. His main hobby is cooking,
particularly Greek family recipes.

Charles and his family have been involved with
Columbia Brotherhood over the years as guests of his
father-in-law Tony Sperow, PM, attending Christmas
parties, summer picnics, and other events. He comes
from a Masonic family as his grandfather was a Mason,
and his father and brother-in-law are currently Masons.

WB James Gonzalez (MFC coach) has planned June
Masonic Formation Classes (MFC) on Monday, June
8", and Monday, June 22",

Please feel free to email me at fbpertierra@aol.com, to
call me at 707-342-8770, or to contact our MFC coach
with any suggestions for improving the MFC.

Fraternally yours,

Frank B. Pertierra,
Sr. Warden

COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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MASONIC FORMATION CLASS

Our Lodge hosted Masonic Formation
Class (MFC) Meetings on Monday,
May 11" and Monday, May 18",
Discussion topics included questions
from participants; One’s spiritual
Building, Masonic Relief, Liberal Arts
and Sciences, the history of the US Declaration of
Independence; and the founding of the City of San
Francisco. After discussions, two participants worked
on Fellowcraft proficiencies.

Charles Gagas completed his FC profiency at the May
Stated Meeting and was raised, by the Past Master’s
degree team team, to the seblime degree of Master
Mason on May 27™, 2026.

Brothers Huey Thomas and Eugene Dumlau continue
to work on their Fellowcraft Proficiencies.

June MFC meetings are planned for Monday, June 8%
and 22", Planned discussion topics include questions

from participants; the Holy Saints John, San Francisco
History, the Declaration of Independence and Notable

Masons associated with it, and the founding of the City
of San Francisco.

Summaries of selected May topics and other current
concerns are discussed below.

ONE’S SPIRITUAL BUILDING

Freemasonry uses allegory and symbols to teach that
a Mason'’s true labor is the construction of one’s
spiritual building—an inner temple shaped by virtue,
discipline, and self-knowledge.

Freemasonry teaches that every Mason is engaged in
a moral and spiritual edifice—a “house not made with
hands,” The Craft’'s symbols are tools for moral
architecture, each pointing to a stage or method of
inner formation.

The Rough Ashlar represents the unrefined self at the
beginning of the inner work. The Perfect Ashlar
represents one’s completed moral character, shaped
by discipline and reflection. The Trestle Board can
represent the divine plan and or the blueprint for life.

Working Tools including the square, compass, plumb,
and level are moral instruments used to “shape”
conduct.

Freemasonry is described as “a system of morality,
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.”
Allegories provide the narrative structure for spiritual
building. Hiram Abiff symbolizes fidelity, integrity,
and the immortality of the soul. The Temple of
Solomon represents the human soul under
construction. The Winding Staircase can represent
ascent toward knowledge and disciplined

self-improvement. These stories are not
Continued on Page 6
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valued for historical accuracy but for moral and
philosophical lessons.

Each major Masonic symbol corresponds to a principle
of inner architecture. The square teaches us to act with
virtue and fairness. The compass reminds us to keep
our passions within due bounds. The plumb
admonishes us to walk uprightly or act with moral
integrity and honesty in all stations before God and
man. The level represents equality and shared human
dignity. Acacia symbolizes the immortality of the soul
and purity of life. The Blazing Star signifies divine
guidance or moral truth. Point Within a Circle illustrates
boundaries of behavior and of moral duty.

Freemasonry’s pedagogy blends visual symbols with
narrative allegory. This encouraging of introspection
rather than dogma that allows Masons to “see beyond
the literal to the metaphorical,” using symbols as
gateways to deeper understanding.

A Mason'’s spiritual building is never finished. The Craft
teaches:
e Self-improvement is continual.
e Knowledge and virtue must be applied, not merely
learned.
e The inner temple becomes a legacy that endures
beyond the grave.

This aligns with the idea that the true temple is within,
and its stones are actions, virtues, and character.

MASONIC RELIEF

Three principle moral virtues of Freemasonry are Faith,
Hope and Charity. These graces, adopted in the late
18" century, provide a moral framework to guide
masons by instilling in them the desire to become a
better man, by encouraging them to apply moral
principles to benefit oneself and others, and by serving

as a foundation for personal and fraternal development.

1 Corinthians 13 (often called the "Love Chapter") is a
biblical passage written by the Apostle Paul. It defines
true, unconditional love (agape) as the ultimate
foundation for all Christian virtues and spiritual gifts.
Selected verses follow.

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
(1Corinthians 13:1) English Standard Version (ESV)

And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all

mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so

as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am

nothing. (1Corinthians 13:2) ESV

If | give away all my possessions, and if | deliver up my

body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing. (1

Corinthians 13:3) ESV

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is

not arrogant (1Cornithians 13:4)ESV

or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not

irritable or resentful; (1 Corinthians 13:4) ESV
COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the
truth.(1Cornthians 13:6) ESV
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.(1Corinthians 13:7) ESV
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but
the greatest of these is love/charity. (1Corinthians
13:13) ESV

These verses describe charity as a selfless, steadfast
love that seeks no recognition. In a Masonic context,
this aligns with the Craft’s teaching that true charity is
expressed through quiet service, humility, and the
sincere desire to relieve a brother’s distress.

The Verses in 1 corinthians 13 listed above define a
concept of the selfelessness of charity. In the King
James tradition the word charity is used to translate
agapé — self-giving, unconditional love.

Agape Love is the selfless, unconditional love of God
for humanity, often described as the highest form of
love in Christian ethics. Agape Charity (from the
Greek agape) is the active expression of that love
through generous acts.

LODGE OFFICER ROLES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

As part of the 2026 Leadership Retreats, The Grand
Lodge of California
introduced the Keystone
Initiative, a new
forward-looking vision
for the fraternity meant
to strengthen the
organization, to improve
member experience,
and to position the
fraternity as an integral
part of the community.

N As part of the Keystone
Initiative, the members of the Grand Lodge provided
well-defined job descriptions for all lodge officers which
clairify their duties and how they work together within
the lodge structure. The Worshipful Master’'s authority
and responsibilities are presented below:

EDUCATION
Senior Warden

Candidates - Coaches
& i Lo MEMBERSHIP
Junior Warden

Welcome Commitiée - Marshal

RITUAL
Officer’s Coach

Degrees & Ceremanies

Officer Qualifications 4 ospedts - Senior Deacon
Regalia/Paraphematia - Tilex EXECUTIVE - in
Music - Musician

Ovessight
Planning & Delegation
Charity - wWardens

The Worshipful Master is the elected leader of the
lodge and the embodiment of its mission, values, and
traditions. He presides over all meetings, ensures the
integrity of the ritual, and oversees the governance,
administration, and well-being of the lodge. As the
lodge’s chief executive, he sets vision and tone,
delegates effectively, builds harmony, and ensures that
every member experiences meaning, growth, and
connection.

The Worshipful Master's Governance & Leadership
authorities and responsibilities require him to:
Continued on Page 7



VOLUME 121,ISSUE 06

Continued from Page 6

e Preside at all meetings of the lodge and ensure they
are conducted with dignity, order, and fidelity to the
Ritual (CMC §805.120.A).

e Discharge all executive functions of the lodge (CMC
§805.110.C-D) and perform all acts proper to his office
by ancient usage (The Master also holds traditional
prerogatives including being the supreme Masonic
authority within the lodge while it is open and subject
only to the oversight of the Grand Master (CMC
§805.130).

e Superintend the official acts of all lodge officers and
ensure their duties are properly discharged (CMC
§805.120.H).

e Guard against infractions of the Bylaws, California
Masonic Code, General Regulations, and Ritual
(CMC §805.120.1).

e Attend to the best of his ability ability, and encourage
officer attendance, at programs that support leadership
development including participation in leadership
retreats, Annual Communication meetings, District
Schools of Instruction, Prospect Managers Association
Meetings, Secretary’s Association Meetings, Ritual &
Degree Work.

His Ritual & Degree authorities and responsibilities require

him to:

e Confer, or cause to be conferred, all degrees in
accordance with the Ritual (CMC §805.120.B).

e Give, or cause to be given, all lectures appertaining to
each degree at the time it is conferred (CMC
§805.120.C).

His Administation and Oversight authorities and

responsibilities require him to:

e Appoint all officers whose positions are not elected
(CMC 8§805.120.D).

e Issue or cause to be issued all necessary summonses
and notices (CMC 8§805.110.B).

e Attest approved minutes at every stated meeting (CMC
§805.120.G).

e Coordinate lodge operations through the Executive
Committee.

e Remove any officer who fails to qualify or neglects their
duties (CMC §805.110).

His authorities and responsibilities associated with

Committees and Lodge Programs require him to

superintend the Education, Membership, Ritual, Social,

Administrative, Finance, and Executive programs including:

e Chairing the Executive Committee (Master, SW, JW,
Treasurer, Secretary).

e Chairing the Charity Committee with the Wardens,
carefully reviewing requests for relief.

e Appointing an Auditing Committee and Member
Retention Committee at the first stated meeting after
installation (CMC 8805.120.E).

e Appointing a chairman for coordination with Grand
Lodge education programs (CMC §805.120.F).

e Serving as an ex officio director of the Hall Association
and as the Lodge’s liaison to the Hall Association,
ensuring clear communication, coordinated
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decision-making, and alignment between Masonic
governance and the Association’s corporate
responsibilities.

The Worshipful Master’s Transition and Continuity,

authorities and responsibilities require him to:

e Provide for the installation of his successor (CMC
§805.120.J).

e Ensure the lodge experiences steady or improving
membership engagement and stability.

e Provides for a smooth and well-prepared transition is
provided to the incoming Master

Finally, The Worshipful Master’s Authority associated with

Succession require him to

e Hold full executive authority of the lodge including
removing any officer who fails to perform his duties
(CMC 8§805.110).

e Preside over and govern all lodge meetings and
functions.

e Ensure proper installation and continuity of leadership
for his successor (CMC §805.120.J).

The Worshipful Master’'s Key Collaborators include,
the Senior Warden whose responsibilities include
education, candidate progression, and governance;
the Junior Warden whose duties include membership
engagement, prospects, and hospitality; the
Secretary whose responsibilities include minutes,
documents, communications, and filings; the
Treasurer whose duties include budgets and financial
oversight; the Officers’ Coach whose duties include
ritual excellence and officer preparation; the Hall
Association the Executive Committee whose
responsibilities iclude lodge strategy and planning;
and the Inspector as Grand Lodge liaison and
problem solving resource.

He chairs the Executive Committee and Charity
Committee, appoints the Auditing Committee,
appoints the Member Retention Committee, appoints
the Education Committee, and presides over the
election of Trustees and Hall Association directors.

THE GAVEL

The gavel is not just a meeting tool — it is the
emblem of the Master’s authority which is supreme
within the Lodge. His gavel “seals his decisions” and
must be obeyed. These powers are rooted in ancient
usage and recognized in the California Masonic
Code (CMC §805.110).

Exercise of this authority includes:
Maintaining order
Controlling debate
Recognizing or silencing speakers
Ruling on motions and procedures

e Directing the work of the Lodge
According to Mackey and other authorities, any

violation of the duties laid out in the Old Charges
Continued on Page 8
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constitutes a Masonic crime because it harms the
harmony and order of the Lodge.

Disobeying the gavel qualifies because:
e It disrupts the harmony of the Lodge.
e It challenges the lawful authority of the Master.

e It violates the obligation to maintain order and
decorum.

e It constitutes rebellion against superior
authority (contumacy)

Refusing to obey a lawful order can be considered
contumacy which may constitute unmasonic conduct
under and subject to §1401.010.G.3.e. (Refusal to
obey the Master’'s authority properly exercised).

BALLOTING
Our lodge, formed through the consolidation of sixteen
lodges chartered between 1903 and 1950, depends on
both retention and new membership for its continued
health. Prospects prompted to solicit the privileges of
Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived of the
institution, a desire for knowledge and a sincere wish to
be of service to fellow creatures submit applications to
receive the degrees of Masonry. The favorable opinion
of a Lodge is typically dependent on its culture and on
how well run and harmonious it appears to be. Lodges
known for disharmony or that routinely reject candidates
are less likely to attract applicants for degrees or
affiliation or to have prospects recommended through
the Grand Lodge Prospect Program.

After applicants are investigated by the California Grand
Lodge and by members of our lodge, our Worshipful
Master can schedule the balloting of the candidate. In
the tradition of Operative, Medieval stonemasons whose
lodges were small, close-knit groups where admitting a
new worker required the consent of all. This culture of
unanimity carried into speculative Masonry (accepting
non-operative members in the 171" and 18" centuries)
which formalized the admission procedures including
secret ballot to preserve harmony. After the formation of
the Grand Lodge in 1717 documents like Anderson’s
1723 and 1738 constitutions and subsequent 19" and
20™ century documents codified Lodge governance
including the requirement that the candidates be
accepted by unanimous consent.

The ballot is a trust, and one of the most serious
responsibilities of a Master Mason, so it is approached
with sincerity, impatrtiality, and a duty to protect the
harmony of the lodge. Personal grudges, retaliation,
favoritism, prejudice, social preference, or outside
influence have no place in the ballot. The vote must
reflect the brother’s sincere belief about the applicant’s
character and fitness. It must not be based on race,
religion, politics, business interests, or personal dislike.
A brother must consider the integrity of the applicant
COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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and whether the applicant will contribute to or disrupt
the lodge’s peace. The ballot is a safeguard ensuring
that only men of integrity receive the degrees. It must be
done having made an honest effort to understand the
candidate’s character. Given the consequences.
Brothers who have reservations about a candidate are
asked to express them to the Worshipful Master prior to
balloting allowing any concerns to be addressed before
any balloting takes place(8804.510 et seq.).

At our October 2025 stated meeting, WB Gary Sparks,
Assistant Grand Lecturer, spoke on brotherly love, the
purpose of lodges, and the proper use of the ballot and
objection processes. One of his key points was that
improper use of the ballot constitutes unmasonic
conduct (81401.010.G.3.g.). Improper use occurs when
a Mason employs the ballot or an objection without
proper cause, meaning for reasons other than the
good of the lodge and that suspicion of such misuse
can remove the privilege of ballot secrecy and permit
the Master to investigate (8804.450).

SELECTED EVENTS OCCURING DURING THE
MONTH OF MAY

May 1776 — The Spanish expedition led by Juan Bautista de
Anza arrived in the region to establish the Presidio of San
Francisco, preparing for the June 29th formal founding.

May 9, 1898 — A major Masonic fair was held in San
Francisco, raising $40,000 to complete the construction of
the Masonic Home.

May 10, 1869 — Golden Gate No. 1, the first local chapter of
the Order of the Eastern Star, was in San Francisco.

May 10, 1776 — The Continental Congress passed a
resolution urging colonies to create their own local
governments.

May 11, 1848 — Sam Brannan displayed samples of gold in
Portsmouth Square, encouraging the California Gold Rush.

May 15, 1776 — Congress passed a critical preamble to the
May 10 resolution, justifying the complete suppression of
royal authority. John Adams referred to this as the "most
important resolution that was ever taken in America".

May 15, 1776 — The Fifth Virginia Convention instructed its
delegates to propose independence.

May 15, 1861 — California Masons including Gov. John G.
Downey laid the cornerstone for the new state capitol in
Sacramento.

May 25, 2026 — Memorial Day,(Originally Decoration
Day) initially emulated an annual tradition of a lady’s
group in Savannah, Georgia, decorating the graves of
fallen confederate soldiers. Brother John Alexander
Logan, (February 9, 1826 - December 26, 1886), an
American soldier and politician who rose from the rank
of Private to Major General of the Grand Army of the
Republic and was raised in Mitchell Lodge No. 85

(AF&AM) of Pinckneyuville, IL is recognized as one of
Continued on Page 9
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https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/discover/sources/revolutionary-documents/the-declaration-of-independence/

VOLUME 121,ISSUE 06

Continued from Page 8

the most important proponents of Memorial Day. His
General Order 11 designated May 30th, 1868, for the
purpose of strewing with flowers and or decorating the
graves of comrades who died in defense of their
country. After Bro/General Logan’s order, Michigan
was the first northern state to make Decoration Day an
official state holiday, and as part of the 1968 Uniform
Monday Holiday Act (which took effect in 1971) the
name Memorial Day was designated as a national
holiday observed on the last Monday in May honoring
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.

Please attend one or more MFC meetings and
participate in discussions similar to those summarized
above.

Respectfully Submitted,

James Gonzalez, PM
MFC Coach

HALL ASSOCIATION

The Richmond Masonic Temple Company
of San Francisco holds monthly Hall
Association Meetings in person or via
Zoom. Columbia Brotherhood Lodge
members interested in attending should
refer to the Columbia Brotherhood Lodge
Calendar or contact a member of the Hall
Association, (listed on Page 3) for meeting
specifics.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Scholarship applications are available
and are due by July 1, 2026.

Those interested in applying for a
scholarship should request an
application from our Secretary.

Much success to our scholarship
applicants.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday Brethren

Dexter Angeles
Anil Awasti, PM
Don Birill, Jr

Jason Hui, PM
Guillermo Kelly
Robert Bush, Jr. Wilson Manning, Jr
Kent Colliander Christos Maravelis
Lawrence Di Giacomo, PM Ellis Milano, PM
Eugene Dumlao Hugo Torres
Ronald Forbes Joselito Viray, PM

JUNE MASONIC BIRTHDAYS
Happy Masonic Birthday Brethren

Amel Bausanta 6/20/2012
Chris Beckman, PM 6/25/1998
Gerald Benjamin 6/21/1983
Alexander Bennett 6/30/1980
Don Brill, Jr. 6/16/1960
Robert Bush, Jr. 6/22/1971
Benito Caratiquit, Jr. 6/23/2010
Rodney Carolino 6/28/2017
Clifford Dahiberg 6/11/1976
Reyno Del Rosario, Jr. 6/11/2008
Amelio Feliciano 6/26/2024
James Gonzalez 6/17/2015
James Guerrero 6/17/2009
Robert Hodgen 6/15/1981
Donald Holmgren, PM 6/25/1965
Faisal Jaber 6/13/1997
Thomas Leon, 6/25/2002
Wilson Manning, Jr 6/8/1999
Christos Maravelis 6/26/1970
Marland Moseng 6/18/1968
David Noveras, PM 6/29/1993
Gustavo Pasos 6/26/1975
Ronald Ragland, PM 6/26/2003
Marc Seidenfeld, PM 6/29/1983
Edward Shaw 6/28/1979
Hugo Torres 6/21/1977
James Toy 6/27/2006
Samuel Yee 6/24/1999

Donald Holmgren, PM
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Sneak Peak from Roxie Hui regarding Activities
planned for Upcoming Stated Meetings

June — Bingo
July — Activities for this meeting are to be determined.
August — We will participate in our California First
Lady’s Forget Me Not Blanket project for the Shriners
Children’s Hospital.
September — We are fortunate to have additional
charitable projects to work on.

CBL 2026 MASTER’S TRIP
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
‘WB ALEX ELESCAS 916-213-8829
BRO. JOD’L CRUZ 707-631-8001
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HAVE YOU BEEN LISTENING? TRIVIA ANSWERS TO APRIL 2026 TRIVIA

1. Memorial Day was first referredtoas ____ Day 1. In Masonic Tradition, Hiram Abif serves as a symbolic

2. Disobeyingthe ______ can support unmasonic figure rather than a historical one.
conduct sufficient to support charges against a mason. 2. Within California Freemasonry, the Hiram Award is the single

3. haslong emphasized communication, highest honor a lodge may bestow upon one of its
civility, and harmony as essential virtues within the members.
lodge. 3. Several California Masonic Code Sections including

4. The Ashlar represents the unrefined self at §811.010, §900.030 and §1200.045 address use of
the beginning of the inner work. Alcoholic Beverages by Masonic Lodges.

5. Encouraging rather than dogma that 4. Three Masonic Pillars are Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.
allows Masons to “see beyond the literal to the 5. San Francisco was officially incorporated as a U.S. city on
metaphorical, April 15, 1850.

6. Corinthians 13 is often called the " Chapter.” 6. Bro. George Washington was inaugurated as first President

7. As part of the Keystone Initiative, the Grand Lodge of the United States at New York City under the new US
provided well-defined job descriptions for all Constitution on April 30, 1789.
officers. 7. T_he number three appears throu_ghout the Craft in symbolic

8. The is the emblem of the Master’s authority. trla}ds that shape Masonic teaching, structure, and moral

9. Improper use of the constitutes unmasonic philosophy. , , ,
conduct sufficient to support the filing of a charge against & On April 18, 1906, San Francisco experienced a devastating
a Mason. earthquake and fire that destroyed much of the city.

10.The Worshupful Master is the of the Executive 9. Lodge funds may not be used to purchase alcoholic

beverages.

10.0n April 12, 1776, North Carolina became the first colony to
officially authorize its delegates to vote for independence
through the Halifax Resolves.

Committee which inclues the Master, the Senior and
Junior Wardens, the Treasurer and the Secretary.

June Cryptogram = The June 2026 Cryptogram

provided in the box below is a statement associated with

the Feast of St. John the Baptist (June 24™"), the Summer

Solstice, and the peak of Spiritual Light. The decoded

statement will be provided in the Next Trestle board.

Clues for the Cryptogram are: (Q=A), (K = E), (Z =1), (P=0),(R=B),

(0O =T) (D=G).

I I I I I I

"QX OMK XEG BKQHMKXO CPZGO ZG OMK VEGK XSI , XP ]
XMPEWT A JQXPG XOBZFG OP BKQHM OMK XEJJZO PN
FXBOEK, AQBJZGD MzZX HPJJEGZOI AZOM RBPOMKBWI

TS — — — DNYCCTC WTTAKKT
ZOHMTZLARQOEKO(P)PXQAMM|N|/ARB
HBYTACOBSLADDERIOJUMPBVA|CF ZX

WORD SEARCH — Words listed in the May Word VIRIFFSYC OUBXL|I|/FFZMLCHI QK

Search puzzle are shown in red in the table to the right. O)GVQOP MHXT I|NJN E K Y|E[|O]O|P)|C O
olk|p O J C HELE T[T[ERGP|V|R|R|I|N ]

ACACIA LEVEL slel[k NR S ] CY ZGW[O T M|L|ENJA|L KA

ALL SEEING EYE MOSAIC PAVEMENT AIN[F I CN Y sMw|c|1|Aa c x|ulL T|N|L|1|B
l|c|H Fw vV AF 1 QlY|T|T Y cM|A z|D|A|N|O

ANCHOR AND ARK PERFECT ASHLAR clolir T A X s R Q[TlHIx L NV alRIGHE

BEEHIVE PILLAR PILIY P FW I SLUMH|IQs P P |R|R)S|E
AllU|A N YEJN|G E KJo[o[R

BLAZING STAR PLUMB VIMKHGMUJ PRKRAYA|L C D (UL (F

BROKEN COLUMN POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE EINTWENT OURTN[CHG GlolE
MVN ] SHO GLASS)I H|[M|C

CHECKERED FLOOR ROUGH ASHLAR Elsw1T158% LEY KGR Alolt

COMPASS SCYTHE N|EGGWW L RPDML|C SNfA
TIMLXACACTAEXPK|L H(s|s

EL E

GAV SQUAR VXRMJ]JYRIMLQLTGIE L|T(H

HOURGLASS TESSELLATED BORDER EYTESSELLATEDBORDER AlEIL
CCIBNDXZBHT I LHYV RIM|[A

JACOBS LADDER THE LETTER G
| VVUDECHECKEREDFLOORNKS|PIR

KING SOLOMONS TEMPLE |TROWEL VGAHK I VEXDLCAMBSKINAPRON)JL|P

LAMBSKIN APRON TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAGE EDEBUOWLFGQUARBUZUNRIHIEE
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Important Reminder from the Master

Freemasonry in the eighteenth century helped shape the leadership,
civility, and communication that influenced many early American
figures, including Brother/President George Washington, who
learned aspects of leadership and moral discipline through the Cratft.

Masonic teaching has long emphasized respectful listening, honest
speech, harmony, and the duty to “whisper good counsel,” reminding
us to think before speaking, listen before judging, and support every
Brother who was unanimously welcomed into our lodge.

In colonial America, lodges offered spaces where men practiced cooperation,
deliberation, and trust—skills that paralleled the dialogue, compromise, and unity needed
to build a new nation. While Freemasonry was only one influence among many in the
founding era, its ideals of fraternity, communication, and harmony still offer a meaningful
guide for us today.

By upholding these values, Columbia Brotherhood Lodge can continue to flourish just as

our country has for 250 years, proving, through our actions, that becoming a Mason is a
commitment to becoming a better man.

Bruce Lyons,
Master, 2026

COLUMBIA BROTHERHOOD LODGE NO. 370
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	Hello Brothers, Ladies, and friends,
	Summer is right around the corner and with it lots of activities here at Columbia Brotherhood Lodge. Our June Stated Meeting cele-brates Philippine Indepen-dence Day which happens on June 12th commemorate-ing the country’s declaration of independence ...
	Our annual family camping trip to Lake Oroville starts - the day after the Stated Meeting, Thursday June 4th
	to Sunday June 8th. It is filled with great food, mostly thanks to Brother Jod’l, great supplies – it is like home - thanks to WB Alex and loads of fun thanks to the other Brothers and their families. You can’t miss karaoke when our WTB Frank sings, a...
	On June 27th we will have our annual widows’ trip which will be a cruise on the bay on Hornblower. Please plan to join us in celebrating the widows of our lodge and thank them for being a part of our masonic family. Thank you to Brother Carlos and Sis...
	May was a great month; WBs Orlando and George arranged for a nice Past Master’s degree team dinner at the Basque Cultural Center. We celebrated with the team that performed the degree for Brother Charles Gages. Brother Charles joins Brother Corey as o...

